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Rwanda 


UN: No Rwandan Soldiers Allowed in Safe Zone 


LD2608 103494 Paris Radio France International in 
French 0630 GMT 26 Aug 94 


[Text] There will be no Rwandan soldiers in the humani- 
tarian safe zone in the southwest of Rwanda without the 
United Nations giving the go-ahead. This was said by the 
UN representative in Rwanda, stating in the meantime 
that while they are awaiting this authorization the Kigali 
authorities are at liberty to send civil servants to the area. 


Refugee Camp Incidents Target Humanitarian 
Organizations 


LD2608 104194 Paris Radio France International in 
French 0630 GMT 26 Aug 94 

[Excerpts] There has been a wave of hostility against 
humanitarian nongovernmental organizations in the 
Rwandan refugee camp of (Inera), in the region of the 
Zairean town of Bukavu. A rumor of the poisoning of 
drinking water by an American, nongovernmental organi- 
zation gave rise to violent incidents at this camp yesterday. 
The humanitarian aid workers, who were physically threat- 
ened by the refugees, had to leave the spot, says the UNHCR 
[UN High Commissioner for Refugees] spokesman. The 
UNHCR 1s now talking of a virtual state of war in the 
Rwandan refugee camps in Zaire. The Kinshasa govern- 
ment, the only one that has the authority to ensure that 
security is maintained in these camps, has promised to take 
measures to put an end to the incidents, which are generally 
being attributed to Hutu extremists. Jean Helene, our spe- 
cial correspondent, reports: 


[Helene] In the refugee camps at Goma the militamen have 
already killed several people who were urging their com- 
patriots to return to Rwanda. [passage omitted] On 
Thursday, the employees of humanitarian organizations 
working at the Mururu camp, near Cyangugu, were 
attacked with sticks and threatened. This camp, which was 
opened to encourage the displaced people te re nain in 
Rwanda, is not to the taste of the attackers, who would like 
to see all the Rwandans abroad. Finally, in the Gikongoro 
region, the intimidation turned to bloodshed yesterday. At 
the Ndago camp, two grenades exploded in a crowd of 
people, killing two and injuring four others. Shortly after- 
wards another grenade went off at the neighboring camp of 
Cyanika. Who are the perpetrators of these attacks? They 
are no doubt supporters of the former regime who plan to 
empty the country of its people in order better to control 
them in Zaire or Tanzania. Their radio messages 
describing the KPF as monsters no longer carry any weight, 
and they are now obliged to use threats to make the 
displaced people flee the country. 


Zaire 
Premier on Refugees, Army, Government Crisis 
BR2508143694 Groot-Bijgaarden DE STANDAARD in 
Dutch 25 Aug 94 p § 
[Interview with Zairian Prime Minister Kengo wa 
Dondo by Paul Van Goethem; place and date not given: 
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“Zairian Prime Minister Asks Belgium and West To Pay 
For its Efforts?”—first paragraph 1s DE STANDAARD 
introduction] 


[Text] After a month and a half, Zairian Prime Minister 
Kengo wa Dondo feels it is too soon to assess the 
situation. However, he ts proud that a number of impor- 
tant measures have been taken and followed through by 
the government. The results, he said, will only become 
visible later. Kengo is well aware that the treasury 1s 
empty and the economy is in a mess. He is reacting 
hopefully to the cautious overtures which some Belgian 
politicians are holding out as a prospect. In order to get 
Zaire out of its misery, Kengo stressed that, in the first 
place, Belgium and the international community should 
once again work together with that country. This 
emerged from an interview with Kengo wa Dondo. 


[Kengo wa Dondo] A number of important measures 
have been taken, politically, economically, and socially. 
Military personnel may no longer walk around armed 
and in uniform outside of working hours. We then 
released all prisoners of conscience. The only prisoners 
remaining in police and gendarmerie jails are real crim- 
inals. The government has decided to organize the 
coming school year. The examinations will be organized 
in early September and the new school year will begin in 
early October. The state will reopen the universities and 
colleges, because we want to prevent, at all costs, a 
complete generation from being deprived of education 
and training. That would be a tragedy for the future. 


[Van Goethem] The situation for diplomatic staff 
abroad is dramatic. Diplomats are not being paid and 
there are unpaid bills for the rent of buildings, electricity, 
etc. That does not help Zaire’s image. 


[Kengo wa Dondo] In some countries, we have arrears of 
26 months. I am currently negotiating with some fnendly 
countries about the debts of our embassies and am trying 
to have the debt added on to the total debt we owe those 
countries. We are committed to paying our debts to 
countries like Belgium, France, and other countries as soon 
as the public finances in our country allow us to. I have 
decided to reduce the number of diplomatic missions 
abroad from 64 to 55 as well as the staff in the diplomatic 
missions. In our largest embassies, there will now be just 
five diplomats, and in the smaller ones just two or three. 


Empty 


{Van Goethem] Of course, to do that you need money, 
and the Bank of Zaire’s coffers are empty. 


[Kengo wa Dondo] I indeed need lots of money and the 
coffers are indeed empty. People often say that Zaire 1s a 
rich country. Everyone repeats that, but Zaire is only 
potentially rich. The country’s potential must be realized. 
According to the IMF. Zaire’s gross national product ts 
currently $6.5 billion. The same source says that tax 
pressure in 1984 was 36 percent. According to the govern- 
rjeat’s macroeconomic program, tax pressure is now 8.3 


This report contains information which is or may be copyrighted in a number of countries. Therefore, copying and/or 
further dissemination of the report is expressly prohibited without obtaining the permission of the copyright owner(s). 


2 CENTRAL AFRICA 


percent. The budget for 1995 amounts to $880 million. It 
is clear that we will not get very far with that. We do not 
have much of a choice. Within the country people will 
have to live with the resources they have on hand. Here tn 
Kinshasa, we will have to cut spending tn particular. 


At this time, 60 to 70 percent of the state linances goes 
toward the public sector. Spending on the Army, in 
particular, weights heavily. The number of soldiers must 
be reduced in accordance with the country’s resources. 


People say that 300,000 people work in the public 
services and that the Army has 135,000 men. At this 
point, | cannot tell you whether or not these numbers are 
actually correct. For this reason, the government has 
decided to have a special committee make a physical 
check the next time wages are paid. What currently 
concerns me the most, and what we urgentiy need 
resources for, 1s humanitarian aid. Some endemic ill- 
nesses, which were long ago wiped out, have come back 
with renewed vigor. Sleeping sickness, which has been 
eradicated throughout Africa, except Zaire, 1s once again 
taking many victims. I will soon submit a dossier on the 
matter, as was requested by the European troika in 
January 1993. 


{Van Goethem] In your government of national unity a few 
ministerial posts have not yet been filled and the Union for 
Democracy and Social progress (LU) DPS) 1s not represented. 


[Kengo wa Dondo] When I was elected prime minister 
on 14 June, | held my hand out to the UDPS. 1 will 
shortly give an explanation of the contacts I established, 
the results of these contacts, and how the government 
may eventually be reformed. If I were to talk about it 
now, | would risk not achieving my goal. 


{Van Goethem] Why did you suspend the governor of 
the Bank of Zaire? 


[Kengo wa Dondo] The governor of the Bank of Zaire 
has no authority to manipulate the Treasury accounts. In 
Zaire, only the finance minister may do that. We noticed 
that the governor of the Bank of Zaire was manipulating 
the accounts without the knowledge of the finance min- 
ister. Before this government took office, such practices 
may well have been run of the mill, but they can no 
longer happen. On the basis of concrete evidence, the 
minister then decided to audit the Bank of Zaire. To 
ensure that this audit would be carried out under the best 
circumstances, we ordered that the governor should not 
be able to remain at his post during the course of the 
investigation, without suspecting him of bad faith. Oth- 
erwise, he could hinder or influence the audit by, say, 
making important bank documents disappear. 


[Van Goethem] Some people say that in suspending the 
governor, you came into open conflict with President 
Mobutu. 


[Kengo wa Dondo] Anyone who says that does not know 
how power is distributed in this country. According to 
the Constitutional Act of Transition, the president has 
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immunity. This means that the president bears no polit- 
ical responsibility and that any act he performs 1s only 
valid with the approval of a minister. Only the relevant 
minister 1s responsible to Parliament. 


The government can never come into conflict with the 
president regarding the measures for running the country 
because the president has no authority over the day-to-day 
administration of the state. According to the Act of Tran- 
sition, only in the area of defense and foreign policy must 
the government work together with the president. 


In addition, the prime minister must keep the president 
fully informed of the administration of the state. This 
was done with the Bank of Zaire matter. 


{Van Goethem] Civil Servants have not been receiving 
their pay for a long time now. Last week, they protested 
against this situation in the streets of Kinshasa, but their 
demonstration was banned. 


[Kengo wa Dondo] According to my information, that 
demonstration was banned by the governor of Kinshasa 
because the organizers of the demonstration were politi- 
cians. If they had requested prior permission from the 
government, via the interior minister, then things might 
well have turned out differently. A lot has been said and 
written about this march: That it was broken up and that 
people were detained. It is true that because the orga- 
nizers of the march are members of the High Council of 
the Republic, they were interrogated by the public pros- 
ecutor’s office. However, they were released on the very 
same day. I can assure you that no one was beaten or 
intimidated. Zaire is attempting to become a rule of law 
state. Consequently, we must respect the law. Public 
demonstrations must be requested ahead of time. 


We know that the civil servants have not been paid for the 
last six months. We are trying to catch up with the arrears. 


Elections 


[Van Goethem] People in Zaire are currently talking a lot 
about elections. According to the Act of Transition, the 
elections must be held within 12 months following the 
entry of the transitional government. 


{Kengo wa Dondo] According to the agreement protocol, 
which was negotiated and signed by the Zairian political 
leadership, a national commission must be created 
which, independently of the government, will prepare for 
the elections. This commission must organize a census 
and come up with a system that guarantees free, demo- 
cratic, and transparent elections and, in cooperation 
with the other institutions, must lay down a timetable for 
the elections. In view of Zaire’s size, minimum repairs to 
infrastructure, such as communications and transport 
infrastructure, are necessary. In addition, the people’s 
standard of living must be improved. 


Organizing elections costs a lot of money. Just think of 
the paper for the ballots, having them printed up, the 
seals, and ballot boxes, transport, communications, etc. 
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The troika has promised to make a contribution to this. 
We are busy estimating the cost of these elections and 
will ask the international community for help so that the 
elections can be held. 


However, in view of the situation in, say, the Eastern 
part of the country, in Kivu, with the Rwandan refugees. 
How can you organize elections there? Who can stand as 
a candidate, and who can be elected? Those are ques- 
tions which first must be resolved 


[Van Goethem] What is the government doing to 
encourage the Rwandan refugees to return to their 
country? What has to happen with the Rwandan Army, 
which 1s on Zairian territory? 


[Kengo wa Dondo] In the first place, the return of the 
Rwandan refugees is not our problem. It 1s the problem 
of the Rwandan authorities. They must convince their 
fellow citizens to return to Rwanda! Since we reopened 
our borders, just 40,000 of the 2 million refugees have 
returned. Naturally, we do not want the Rwandans to 
return to their country without any guarantees. 


On Zairian territory there are now somewhat more than 
15,000 disarmed members of the Rwandan Army. 
According to the OAU convention, we must keep them 
at least 150 km away from the border. We cannot do that 
because we do not have the resources. They have to be 
fed too, since the UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
is feeding only civilians. Once they are threatened with 
starvation, these Rwandan soldiers will extort money 
from people. 


We have set up a committee of experts which, together 
with Rwandan experts, 1s looking into the problem. 
There is more than just a refugee problem. What ts to 
happen with the confiscated Army equipment? What 1s 
to happen with the state funds that the former Rwandan 
Government took with it and which can now be found in 
Goma’s banks? 


[Van Goethem] Why did you close the border crossing 
point in Bukavu a few days ago? 


[Kengo wa Dondo] We certainly do not wish to withhold 
Zairian hospitality from the Rwandan refugees, but it 
must be understood that we do not want a repeat of the 
tragedy in Goma. Bukavu 1s much smaller than Goma, 
and if 2.5 million people come into the safe area, which 
until recently was controlled by the French military, we 
will once again see an unbelievable tragedy unfold, at the 
same time as the situation in Goma is still not under control. 


I also regret that people are making decisions without 
taking account of the Zainian Government. It 1s as if we 
are skipping along behind the aid organizations and 
being kept out of everything. Zaire 1s a sovereign state 
and demands its rights. 
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(Cooperation 


[Van Goethem] What do you expect from any resump- 
tion of cooperation between Belgium and Zaire? In 
recent years, the Belgium government has not been easy 
on Zaire. Is Belgium still well viewed in Zaire? 


{Kengo wa Dondo] One of your foreign minisiers, who was 
also a prime minister, once said that everything that hap- 
pens in Zaire cannot happen without Belgium. You are the 
experts on Zatrian problems. If the international commu- 
nity wants to do something for Zaire, then it always goes via 
Belgium. I do not believe that cooperation with Belgium will 
happen like it used to. In addition, the Maton report says 
quite clearly how this cooperation can be restarted. The 
sectors and regions are clearly defined in the report. This 
report was drawn up hy Belgium, and 1s therefore only 
unilateral. We have to sit down around the table so that 
Zaire can put forward tts view. 


In any case, the Zainan head of government definitely 
wants to cooperate with Belgium. Historically, Belgium 
has a moral debt to Zaire. Belgium cannot get rid of it just 
like that. Thanks to Zaire, Belgium has a certain influence 
and, thanks to Belgium, Zaire also has a certain influence 
at international level. If Zaire were to once again cooperate 
with the international community, and not with Belgium, 
then Belgium would not be proud of that. 


UNHCR Says 70,000 Rwandan Refugees Fled 
French Safe Zone 

AB2508082494 Paris AFP in English 0800 GM1 
25 Aug 94 


[Text] Bukavu, Zaire, Aug 25 (AFP)—About 70,000 
Rwandans have fled toward Zaire since the last French 
troops left a “safe zone” in southwestern Rwanda, but 
the exodus appears over for now, the UN High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees said here Thursday [25 August]. 


About 3,000 refugees remained on the Rwandan side of 
the border, waiting to be trucked to camps in Zaire, 
UNHCR spokesman Kris Janowski said. Several thou- 
sand others were sheltering in refugee camps elsewhere 
on the Rwandan side of the frontier, notably in the 
(yangugu region. 


The refugee wave lasted about 19 days, but could start up 
again if troops from the Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF), 
the former rebel group which dominates the new govern- 
ment in Kigali, enter the former safety zone, Janowsk1 
warned. 


UN peacekeepers have taken over from the French who 
pulled out Sunday at the end of a two-month humani- 
tarian mission following tribal massacres which saw 
hundreds of thousands killed. 


Mainly Hutus have fled the region for fear of revenge 
attacks by the RPF. 
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Lesotho King Urged To Retract Dissolution 


M{B2S508 145194 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1440 
GMT 25 Aug 94 


[Text] Pretoria Aug 25 SAPA—President Nelson Man- 
dela and his Zimbabwean and Bostwana counterparts on 
Thursday [25 August] urged Lesotho’s King Letsie II] to 
retract the dissolution of his country’s Parliament and 
government, saying he had no alternative. 


Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe told a press 
conference at the Union Buildings in Pretoria the king 
and Lesotho Prime Minister Ntsu Mokhehle had been 
given a week for consultation and to report back. 


The meeting continued until 1530 with Botswana's Sir 
Ketumile Masire, Organisation of African Unity General 
Secretary Salim Ahmed Salim and South African Home 
Affairs Minister Mangosuthu Buthelez: in attendance. 


Mr. Mugabe said the meeting had made some progress 
but the king and his ousted prime minister required 
more time before a final settlement could be reached. 
The three leaders told the monarch they could not 
condone his unilateral steps to dissolve the mountain 
kingdom's elected Parliament and government last week. 


Mr. Mugabe added that the king indicated he would do 
his best to resolve the country’s political crisis. “I don’t 
want to think in terms of the negative and we are positive 
that a solution will be found.” 


Mr. Mandela said Mr. Mokhehle was positive on the role 
of Lesotho’s monarchy. It was possible the king’s father 
could be to the throne. [sentence as received] 


“The prime muinsiter’s attitude was positive and that 
possibility 1s not a pipe dream. We are hopeiul a solution 
is in the offing,” said Mr. Mandela. 


Responding to questions, Mr. Mugabe said there was no 
alternative but the reinstatement of Parliament and 
government. He added there was no possibility of mill- 
tary intervention by Zimbabwe. The issue had to be 
resolved through dialogue. 


Mr. Mugabe was confident the military in Lesotho would 
obey their commander in chief. 


Pretoria Talks on Lesotho End on Positive Note 


MB2508 162194 Johanneshure SABC TV 1 Network in 
Afrikaans 1600 GMT 25 Auge 94 


[Text] King Letsie II of Lesotho must rescind his decision 
to declare his country’s government illegal and the coun- 
try’s problems can only be solved internally. This was the 
message to the country’s leaders after a summit in Pretoria 
today called by President Nelson Mandela, President 
Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe, and President Quett Masire 
of Botswana. Gary Alfonso reports: 
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{Begin recording} [Alfonso] The high-level meeting 
ended on a positive note when the OAU president, Dr. 
Salim Ahmed Salim, arrived at the talks unexpectedly. 
King Letsie III of Lesotho and the ousted prime min- 
ister, Mr. Ntsu Mokhehle, used separate entrances at the 
Union Buildings. A small group of protesters said, in 
favor of Mr. Mokhehle, that peace in Lesotho will only 
be restored if the elected government is reinstated. After 
a meeting of nearly seven hours the President of Zim- 
babwe and the Frontline States. Mr. Robert Mugabe. 
said that the king and the former prime minister of 
Lesotho will try and resolve their differences together. 


[Mugabe in English] We are here to assist them to resolve 
the issue politically. There is no thought of military 
intervention at all. 


[Alfonso] King Letsie II] and Mr. Mokhehle will report 
back to President Mugabe. President Mandela, and 
President Masire after a week. [end recording] 


Mandela Appoints Financial, Fiscal Commission 
Members 


MB2508201194 Johanneshure SAPA in Enelish 198] 
GMT 25 Aug 94 


[Text] Cape Town Aug 25 SAPA—President Nelson 
Mandela has appointed former United Democratic 
Front spokesman and Codesa [Convention for a Demo- 
cratic South Africa] administrator Mr. Murphy Morobe 
to head the Financial and Fiscal Commission. The 
commission is charged with advising the national gov- 
ernment, provincial and local government on financial 
and fiscal policies. 


Deputy chairman is Professor Anthony Melck, vice 
rector of finance at the University of SA. 


Other members of the commission are: Mr. Andrew 
Borraine, a researcher at the Institute for Local Gover- 
nance and Development; Prof. Lieb Loots, a professor of 
economics at the University of the Western Cape: Dr. F. 
le Roux, chief director and head of the Department of 
Finance’s Unit for Fiscal Analysis; Mr. Eric Molobi, 
head of the Kagiso Trust and the National Housing 
Forum; Dr. R. Mokati, policy division of the Develop- 
ment Bank of Southern Africa: Mr. Ebrahim Patel, a 
researcher at the UCT [University of Cape Town] School 
of Economics and assistant general secretary of the SA 
Clothing and Textile Workers’Union; Mr. M. van Blerck 
editor of the SA Tax Journal and director of the Institute 
for Fiscal Association. 


Provincial representatives are: Eastern Cape director 
general Mr. S. A. Mpambant; Eastern Transvaal: Mr. T. 
von Benecke-jordan; KwaZulu-Natal: Mr. P. A. 
Hourquebie, Northern Cape: B. G. Mokgoro, Northern 
Transvaal: Mr. J. K. Sithole; North West: Mrs. T. M. 
Mokhobo; Orange Free State: Prof. E. Beukes, PWV 
[Pretoria, Witwatersrand, Vereeniging]: Mr. Jaya Josie, 
and Western Cape: Mr. A. R. Martin. 
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The chairman and his deputy are the only full-time 
members of the commission. 


Freedom Front To Contest 9 Provinces in Local 
Elections 


A1B2608083 194 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network in 
English OSOO GMT 26 Aug 94 


{ Text] The Freedom Front says 1 will take part in local 
government elections possibly in all nine provinces to act 
on behalf of the whites and needs of its people. Party 
spokesman Pieter Mulder confirmed the organization's 
participation in local government elections during the 
constitutional affairs budget debate in Parliament. He 
said the precise nature of the election campaign still had 
to be decided, and depended on a number of factors. 


Paper Says Military Intelligence Funded Freedom 
Front 


MB2508 134994 Pretoria PATRIOT in Afrikaans 
19 Aug 94 pl 


[Report by Henk van der Graaf] 


[Text] After the criticism General Constand Viljoen 
received last week when he supported the government in 
Parliament on virtually every issue without even refer- 
ring to the question of self-determination for the Afri- 
kaner, his supporters have been disillusioned by the 
revelations of his alleged collaboration with Military 
Intelligence [MI] and the disclosure of the amount of 
money he received for the election. 


The London paper AFRICA CONFIDENTIAL dis- 
closed that “the Freedom Front’s generals, Constand 
Viljoen and Tienie Groenewald, have become allies of 
the new government and were supplying information on 
right-wing movements to Mi” 


As far as can be ascertained, AFRICA CONFIDENTIAL 
gets its information from the British Secret Service. 
When PATRIOT approached an editorial member of 
AFRICA CONFIDENTIAL on the matter, her reaction 
was: “I may not answer that question.” 


In the same article, it is mentioned that South African 
National Defense Force Chief Georg Meiring, together 
with MI and their communist minister, Joe Modise, have 
thrown their full weight behind the Mandela government. 


According to AFRICA CONFIDENTIAL, it was key 
information passed on by Gen. Viljoen to MI that led to 
the arrest of the first two of the 33 AWB [Afnkaner 
Resistance Movement! members in connection with the 
bomb explosions just before the election. 


It coincides with information that appeared in the media 
before the election saying that Gen. Viljoen had warned 
the ANC’s Cyril Ramaphosa that an attempt on his life 
could come from right-wing elements. 
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PATRIOT also has in its possession a copy from the 
Independent Electoral Commission in which it appears 
that almost 5.5 million rands was allocated to the 
Freedom Front from the staie electoral fund. According 
to a relevant explanation, it would seem that Parliament 
advanced 4.6 million rands to the Freedom Front while 
1.5 million came from the EU. Altogether 5.5 million 
rands already have been paid to the Freedom Front and 
168.000 rands still 1s owed. 


Gen. Viljoen’s showing in Parliament caught even the 
left-wing media off guard. RAPPORT columnist Pollux 
warned Gen. Viljoen: “In classical times there was a 
warning: Beware Greeks bearing gifts. General, don’t 
allow the coaxers to praise you too much.” In its entire 
editorial column, the CITIZEN expressed surprise. It 
stares unequivocally that Gen. Viljoen did not want to 
create waves in Parliament and that is why he was 
cooperating with the ANC government. The CITIZEN 
concedes that Gen. Viljoen 1s a brilliant military strate- 
gist but that he was not cut out for politics. Gen. 
Viljoen’s ability to bring about an Afrikaner homeland 
through his actions are highly dubious, the CITIZEN 
said. 


On the one hand, DIE AFRIKANER finds it strange that 
during his time as head of the defense force Gen. Viljoen 
had advocated for more white farmers to be settled in 
rural areas, and that he 1s now prepared to contribute to 
the success of the government's land redistribution 
policy, which will mean fewer white farmers in rural 
areas. This can only unleash serious agitation in orga- 
nized agriculture during congresses of the Orange Free 
State and Transvaal agricultural unions, of which 
Freedom Front senators are presidents. 


In his response to the CITIZEN editorial, Gen. Viljoen 
himself went further and said that he was not claiming to 
be representing right-wing whites. 


DIE AFRIKANER brands the Freedom Front as even 
more left wing than the National Party. 


Court Orders Right-Wing Radio Station To Stop 
Broadcasts 


MB2508182094 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network in 
English 1610 GMT 25 Aug 94 


[Text] In South Africa, a court has ordered a renegade 
right-wing radio station operating from a farm outside 
Pretoria to stop broadcasting. The order, by the Pretoria 
Supreme Court, came after the station, Radio Donker- 
hoek, had ignored a warning to go off the air. 


One of the operators of the station was Mr. Willem 
Ratte, a veteran of the South African military involve- 
ment in the Angolan civil war and leader of a right-wng 
private army. 


Temporary broadcasting licenses granted to some radio 
stations expired at the end of March. Another station, 
Radio Pretoria, which broadcast a mixture of right. wing 
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rhetoric, German march music, and Afrikaner folk 
songs, halted after a court order was granted against it in 
April. 


South African Press Review for 25 Aug 
MB2£08125494 
{Editorial Report] 

THE CITIZEN 
Country Must Not ‘Act Strongly’ Against Lesotho— 
Pressure is on South Africa to “go in and sort out 
Lesotho’s troubles” notes the page 6 editorial in Johan- 
nesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 23 August. “But 
then we will be trying to impose our will on a people who 
had no reason to welcome our attentions previously and 
still have no reason to want Big Brother's intervention 
now.” THE CITIZEN believes the “temptation” will be 
for South Africa to “act strongly to show it is the 
sub-continent’s policeman. Instead, 1t should continue, 


with Botswana and Zimbabwe, to use its food offices to 
bring about a peaceful settlement.” 
THE STAR 

Call for Firm Action Against Hlegal Strikes—“If firm 
action is not taken against the blockading truck drivers, 
others will be encouraged to undertake similarly 
unlawful and dangerous actions,” warns a page 20 edi- 
torial in Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 25 
August. “So far President Mandela, anxious to avoid the 
accusation that he 1s reneging on the ANC’s trade union 
allies, has dealt with illegal strikes tactfully, if not tim- 
idly.”’ Failure to enforce the law against illegal strikers 
“will encourage further lawlessness, compounding te 
problem rather than solving it. The new government, 
unlike the De Klerk administration, has the necessary 
legitimacy to uphold the law in the face of threatened 
industrial anarchy. It must do so—by acting firmly.” 


SOWETAN 
Subtle Forms of Racism—A page 12 editorial in Johan- 
nesburg SOWETAN in English on 25 August refers to the 
closure of a Vaal Triangle technical school, saying it was 
“distressful, particularly because it was caused by race 
fights between black and white students.”” SOWETAN 
believes it 1s a “reflection of problems that are sim- 
mering under the surface in most other South African 
situations.” “Some forms of racism are getting more 
subtle, therefore more damaging and insidious. A lot of 
the strikes and other forms of social instability in black 


areas result directly from the truth sinking 1n_ that 
expectations are not going to materialise immediately.” 
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Call for Mokhehle Guvernment in Lesotho—A second 
editorial calls for the restoration of the government of 
Prime Minister Ntsu Mokhehle in Lesotho. “Anything 
less will be completely unacceptable. There should be no 
compromise with the charlatans and pretenders who are 
attempting to subvert the will of the Basotho people.” 


BEELD 


Gravy Train Must Stop—“*Much has been written 
recently about the Government of National Unity’s first 
100 days,” notes an editorial on page 8 of Johannesburg 
BEELD in Afrikaans on 22 August. “Praiseworthy things 
have been said, but there is one negative aspect which 
has not received sufficient attention. The perception has 
very quickly taken root that the new government is 
making royal use of the taxpayers’ money.” ““Meanwhile, 
the taxpayer hears of transitional levies and other pos- 
sible taxes which he will have to pay until he will not 
even have the proverbial pound of flesh left to hand over 
to the state.” “Even Archbishop Tutu has found it 
necessary to warn against the gravy train,” BEELD 
continues. “It may be a perception, but a perception can 
be sufficient to undermine a government so that it will 
eventually not be in a position to achieve its ideals.” 
“We would therefore like to ask: Stop the gravy train and 
consider urgently what is in the country’s interests. 
Everyone must make sacrifices—even those politicians 
who—to use a different phrase - have suddenly discov- 
ered pots of gold at the end of the rainbow. Up to now 
President Nelson Mandela has set a very good example. 
Among other things, he gives a large portion of his salary 
towards upliftment. He must neutralize the perception 
that he is heading a fat Government of National Unity.” 


Expensive Advisers Not Needed—A second editorial on 
the same page says: “It 1s certainly any cabinet member's 
right to call in advice on matters relating to his depart- 
ment. This is especially to be expected in cases where 
people have had no experience in government. But the 
information provided in Parliament last week by President 
Nelson Mandela which boils down to the fact that several 
ministers have appointed special advisers and consultants 
at enormous salaries makes us wonder why these ministers 
still have expert departmental heads who are supposed to 
assist them. In one case—that of Safety and Security 
Minister Sydney Mufamadi—we have the absurd situation 
where he has appointed no less than eight such advisors.” 
“Just those advisers whose salaries have already been 
determined receive more than 278,000 rands per month, 
or about 3.3 million rands per year. Was any investigation 
done into the need for these frightfully expensive advisers? 
Why cannot the experts in the various departments assist 
their ministers as is normal? We would like to have 
answers to these questions—as well as the identity of these 
expensive advisers.” 
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Angola 


Angolans Warned Not To Be Deceived by Lusaka 
Talks 


MB2508 194394 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1900 GMT 25 Aug 94 


{Excerpts} The expanded consultative council meeting of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs ended in Luanda today. 
President of the Republic Jose Eduardo dos Santos 
closed the event. [passage omitted] In his speech, Presi- 
dent dos Santos gave an account of the country’s polit- 
ical and military situation, noting that foreign interfer- 
ence in Angola’s domestic affairs continues to fan the 
war. He added: The war is devastating the country and 
many Angolans are dying while the Lusaka talks con- 
tinue at 7 irritating pace. The head of state warned that 
one should not have great illusions about Lusaka, unless 
pressure is exerted over Jonas Savimbi’s UNITA 
{National Union for the Total Independence of Angola]. 


[Begin Santos recording] The international community 
and Angolans should not deceive themselves once again. 
An immediate solution will not be forthcoming from 
Lusaka unless pressure on U NITA 1s increased so that it 
unambiguously accepts the proposals made by the medi- 
ator and stops the war of aggression against the people 
and government. jend recording] 


Detailing the new parameters of Angola’s diplomacy, 
President Jose Eduardo dos Santos announced decen- 
tralization of powers within the ministry. This will be 
ensured with the creation of the diplomat’s statutes. 


[Begin Santos recording} The Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
cannot and should not disregard its responsibility as the 
body that implements the foreign policy adopted by the 
government or executed on its behalf. Instead, it 1s 
indispensable thai iiic Ministry of Foreign Affairs imme- 
diately shoulders that responsibility and strengthens its 
authority. Accordingly, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
should decentralize its powers in geopolitical areas [as 
heard] so that the latter may fulfill their true role in 
outlining policies and guidelines for the executive organs 
under their jurisdiction. [end recording] 


Further Details on Lusaka Talks 


MB2508152094 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1200 GMT 25 Aug 94 


[Report from correspondent Alves Antonio from Lusaka] 


[Text] The ad hoc committee may hold a meeting in the 
presence of all parties involved in the process this 
afternoon. UN Special Representative Alioune Blondin 
Beye, who is mediating the Angolan peace talks, already 
has a general idea about the reactions from the govern- 
ment and National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola [UNITA] negotiators regarding the new 
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UNAVEM [UN Angola Verification Miussion]-3 man- 
date, the role of the observers, and the mechanism that 
will replace the Joint Political and Military Commission 
[CCPM]. 


A source close to the mediator, who revealed this to 
Luanda Radio Nacional, has admitted the possibility of 
the ad hoc committce holding an extended meeting this 
afternoon which the mediator, the troika of observers 
from the United States, Portugal, and Russia, as well as 
government and UNITA negotiators will attend. The 
source says that the meeting is fundamentally aimed at 
narrowing the viewpoints of the government and 
UNITA. 


Meanwhile, it is known that the two teams agree on 
various items of the issues at hand. The government and 
UNITA teams are at present waiting to hear from 
Alioune Blondin Beye. It is believed that the meeting will 
resume at 1600 [1400 GMT]. 


UN Representative Meets Negotiators at Lusaka 
Separately 


MB2508205094 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1900 GMT 25 Aug 94 


[Report by correspondent Alves Antonio from Lusaka] 


[Text] UN Special Representative Alioune B)ondin Beye 
has changed tactics and decided to meet separately with 
the negotiators. This afternoon the mediator held separate 
meetings with the government and National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] negotiating teams 
to discuss the reactions from the government and UNITA 
on the new UNAVEM [UN Angola Verification Mission}- 
3 mandate, the role of the observers, and the mechanisms 
that will replace the Joint Political and Military Commis- 
sion [CCPM]. Blondin Beye, who has also reflected deeply 
on the documents of the issue, has urged the negotiators to 
accept some terms contained in his intermediate docu- 
ment on the issue, and the negotiators agreed. 


Thus, the UN special representative will present a new 
base document on the issues at hanc tomorrow, and the 
plenary session will probably begin on 28 August. 
Regarding UNIT 4’s proposal for the involvement of the 
Catholic Church as observer in the peace process, a 
source close to the talks told Luanda Radio Nacional 
that the government has not yet responded. However, 
there 1s the possibility this issue will be discussed. 


Official Condemns U.S. Urging Sanctions Against 
UNITA 


MB2608072594 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 26 Aug 94 


[Excerpts] Engineer (Danches Vilonge Gomes), mayor of 
the city of Huambo, recently met with his city council to 
give greater impetus to work in the city. Meanwhile, 
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Youth League Secretary Lourenco Canjanja has categor- 
ically repudiated the latest statement by the Clinton 
administration calling for further sanctions against the 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola, 
UNITA. [passage omitted] 


Speaking to Manuel Chisende, a reporter of the Voice of 
Resistance of the Black Cockerel, Vorgan, in Huambo, 
Lourenco Canjanja said that the Clinton administration 
had shown once again that it was biased when it came to 
the Angolan peace process. That Youth League official 
expressed the belief that the introduction of a second 
package of sanctions will do nothing to settle the 
Angolan conflict. He noted that it was high time the 
democratic world at large, and the United States in 
particular, realize that isolating UNITA 1s not the best 
way to go about achieving a peace accord. Lourenco 
Canjanja added that UNITA seeks real democracy for 
Angola and must not be regarded as an obstacle to U.S. 
foreign policy. [passage omitted] 


UNITA Radio on Major Powers’ ‘Neocolonialist 
Campaigns’ 

MB2408 130394 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 24 Aug 94 


[Text] A Voice of Resistance of the Black Cockerel, 
Vorgan, commentator said this week that the end of the 
Cold War and the break up of the Soviet Union have led 
to major powers embarking on neocolonialist campaigns 
in the Third World. That Vorgan commentator added 
that the old democracies are aligned with the commu- 
nists today and are now disputing the wealth of smaller 
countries. 


That source also questioned the future of democracy 
among the peoples that are less well equipped, adding 
that the major powers are trying to get involved in other 
people’s business. Vorgan said, by way of conclusion, 
that the peoples of the world must not become the 
victims of their own wealth. 


UNITA Radio Reports MPLA Attacks in Cuanza 
Sul 


MB2608072794 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 26 Aug 94 


[Text] The Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola-Labor Party [MPLA-PT] forces which came in 
from the area of Waku Kungo, in Cuanza Sul Province, 
attacked the wards of (Sivoniza), Capelo, and Cangungo 
in the town of Seles on 21, 23, and 24 August. Eduardo 
dos Santos’ People’s Armed Forces for the Liberation of 
Angola [FAPLA] soldiers raped many women. The 
MPLA-PT murderers also stole the people’s possessions 
and destroyed everything they did not manage to take. 
Capalandanda, the Voice of Resistance of the Black 
Cockerel, Vorgan, correspondent in the area reports that 
the FAPLA forces deployed at Vila Nova de Seles 
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attacked the road linking that area to (Senguize) Com- 
mune, causing human and material losses which have 
not been determined yet but which are thought to be 
heavy. 


Catholic Church Denies Any Official Approach by 
UNITA 


MB2508134894 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1200 GMT 25 Aug 94 


[Report by Pedro Manuel] 


[Text] In Luanda there has been no official response 
concerning the news put out by Radio Angola yesterday 
concerning the wish of the National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola [UNITA] to see the Catholic 
Church become an observer in the Angolan peace pro- 
cess. Catholic Church sources have said it is much too 
early to comment because UNITA has not yet 
approached the church. Those sources had a message for 
UNITA, too: they said that one needs to be very serious 
if one wishes to work with the Catholic Cnurch. 


The Catholic Church has adopted a cautious approach. 
Father Apolonio, spokesman ‘~~ the Angola-Sao Tome 
Episcopal Conference, said that it is much too early for 
the church to convey a definitive stance on the matter. 
He also noted that the Catholic Church does not regard 
UNITA’s proposal as official. In other words, UNITA 
has not approached the Catholic Church officially yet. In 
view of that, Father Apolonio said there is no reason to 
make any comments other than relay the following 
message to UNITA: Anyone wishing to work with the 
Catholic Church has to be very serious. Anyone 
attempting to use the church for one’s own gain will have 
no success whatever. 


To all intents and purposes, the Catholic Church 1s 
waiting for an official approach from UNITA. Failing 
that, nothing doing. 


UNITA sources said they contacted what they called the 
(San Egideo) Congregation, but Father Apolonio said 
that congregation has no power to make a decision. The 
leadership of the Catholic Church in Angola must be 
contacted first. 


Botswana 


SADC To End Joint Planning Committee, 
Mission in S. Africa 


MB2608 134794 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1229 
GMT 26 Aug 94 


[Text] Gaborone Aug 26 SAPA—A Southern African 
Development Community [SADC] council of ministers’ 
meeting in Gaborone, Botswana, has agreed to wind up 
the Joint Planning Committee (JPC) and the SADC 
Resident Mission in South Africa, the ZIANA news 
agency reported on Friday [26 August]. The two bodies 
played a prominent role in bringing apartheid to an end. 


1 
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The JPC, comprising Botswana, Mozambique, Zambia, 
Zimbabwe, the African National Congress and the Pan- 
Africanist Congress was formed ta 1991 with a mandate 
to propose policy options and strategies for the manage- 
ment of future regional relations and co-operation. 


The SADC Resident Mission in South Africa was formed 
in August, '992 to give the region a role in the process of 
change in South Africa by having a physical presence in the 
country. The most notable achievement in the JPC’s work 
was the adoption by SADC council! of ministers in January 
1994 of the strategic and policy frameworks for regional 
relations and co-operation in the post- apartneid era. 


With the adoption of this strategy ministers agreed that 
Strategic planning and negotiations for future relations 
and co-operation would be undertaken as part of 
regional integration and community building in 
southern Africa 


Lesotho 


Government Spokesman on Constitution 
‘Misunderstanding’ 
MB2508123494 Maseru Rac CN 
GMT 25 Aug 94 


1 knelish 1130 


[Text] The suspension by His ,¥ King Letsie Il of 
certain portions of the Lesotho Constitution last week, 
leading to the dissolution of the government of Dr. Ntsu 
Mokhehle and parhament, has been given an unfortu- 
nate misunderstanding anc interpretation im certain 
quarters and the foreign media. A government 
spokesman said today that the erroneous situation where 
the foreign media continued to refer to the suspension of 
the Constitution by his majesty should be rectified. The 
spokesman said it should be made abundantly clear that 
his majesty did not suspend the entire Lesotho Consti- 
tution, but only certain portions. These are Chapters 6 
and 7, Sections 87 to 95, and Sections 158 and 159. 


Chapter 6 related to the composition of parliament and 
the legislative and procedural aspects of parliament and 
the summoning, prorogation and dissolution of partia- 
ment. Chapter 7 provided for the alteration of the 
Constitution. Sections 87 to 95 related to the appoint- 
ment of ministers of government in the cabinet, and the 
allocation of portfolios to ministers and the exercise of 
the functions of the prime minister during his absence or 
illness. The suspension of the remainder of the sections 
removes the exercise of the king’s functions in accor- 
dance with the advice of any person or authority, and 
also does away with the king’s right to be consulted and 
informed concerning matters of government, eliminates 
the appointment of assistant ministers, and withdraws 
oaths of allegiance and office taken by ministers and 
assistant ministers. The suspension also dissolves the 
Council of State. Sections 158 and 159 provided for the 
appointment of the prime minister and composition of 
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the National Assembly after elections in a general elec- 
tion. The rule of law and the maintenance of law and 
order remain intact. 


Council of Churches Urges Peaceful Resolution of 
Crisis 

MB2408 144494 Maseru Radio Lesotho in English 1130 
GMT 24 Aug 94 


{ Text] The Council of Churches of Lesotho, CCL, today 
appealed to the Basotho nation to cooperate with one 
another in finding ways and means of resolving the 
current conflict in the country through peacefu! initia- 
tives. A statement published by the general secretary of 
the CCL, Mr. Ramolule Rataole, regretted the serious- 
ness of the situation in the country. The church body has 
appealed to His Majesty King Letsie Ill to provide 
guidance in the resolution of the present problem 
through dialogue. 


Malawi 


Defense Ministry, Army Reaffirm Loyalty to 
Government 


EA2608 100694 Blantyre Malawi Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1600 GMT 25 Aug 94 


[Text] The Ministry of Defense today declared that its 
primary task in general and that of the Malawi Army in 
particular is to serve loyally any democratically elected 
government of the day and to uphold and defend the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of the Republic of 
Malawi. The ministry was commenting on a newspaper 
article by THE DAILY TIMES on 12 and 15 August 
1994 9n the Operation Bwezani, which was carried out 
by the Malewi Army in December last year. THE 
DAILY TIMES alleged that Operation Bwezani was 
politically motivated and was designed to break the 
MCP [Malawi Congress Party} during the run-up to the 
17 May general election, and the top brass in the Army 
intended to frustrate the MCP-Aford [Alliance for 
Democracy] alliance by way of intimidation. 


In a press release issued in Lilongwe today, the minister 
of defense said the allegations are intended to lower the 
esteem of soldiers in the Army. It said the Malawi Army 
iS a non-partisan arm of the government and operates at 
all times under the directive of those civil authorities in 
whom the Constitution vests such powers. It said the 
Army has a duty to guard against threats to the security 
of all Malawians. The release said that Operation 
Bwezani was carried sut by the Malawi Army after 
receiving orders from the MCP government which was 
in power at that time. Ii also said that the army was a 
non-partisan arm of the government which does not 
allow any of its members to engage in politics, adding 
that the army has nothing to do with any political 
alliances such as the MCP-Aford alliance. The minister 
of defense also appealed to the members of the press to 
i.frain from dragging the army into politics. It said the 
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minister advised the press to educate the masses on vital 
issues Of national importance. 


Mozambique 


Renamo Official Rejects Xai-Xai Official’s 
Accusations 


MB2508121194 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 25 Aug 94 


[Excerpts] Xai-Xai District Administrator Moreira 
Mondlane on 24 August accused the Mozambique 
National Resistance, Renamo, of having encouraged 
demobilized Mozambique Armed Forces, FAM, soldiers 
to mutiny in the city of Xai-Xai on 23 August. 


However, (Bento Mahlume), the Renamo political delegate 
for Gaza Province, described those accusations as false. 
Reacting to the charges, (Mahlume) said there were no 
Renamo men among the FAM mutineers, so his party would 
not have been at all interested in getting involved. He noted 
that the Xai-Xai District administrator has no evidence 
whatsoever to back up his accusations. [passage omitted] 


{Begin (Mahlume) recording] This has become typical of 
the Gaza Provincial Government. When its plans go 
awry, it lays the blame at Renamo’s doorstep, claiming 
that Renamo sabotages this or that. It is kind of tradi- 
tional now. It is no news to us. We are well aware that the 
people in the Gaza Provincial Government at large, and 
the administrator for Xai-Xai District in particular, are 
a bunch of liars. They resort to lies time after time. They 
blame everything on Renamo when things do not go 
according to their plans. In view of that, we reject the 
remarks made by Administrator Moreira Mondlane. 
Thank you very much. [end recording] [passage omitted] 


Renamo, Frelimo Supporters Clash as Chissano 
Tours Zambezia 


MB2508181694 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 25 Aug 94 


[Report by correspondent Arlindo Musta.a in Quelimane] 


[Text] A wave of violence, involving Frelimo [Mozam- 
bique Liberation Front] and Renamo [Mozambique 
National Resistance] supporters rocked Milange District 
this morning, although no fatal victims have been 
reported. It happened soon after President of the 
Republic Joaquim Chissano arrived at the local airport. 
Renamo demonstrators, holding placards saying, Chis- 
sano, Gaza Emperor, and Rombezia [separatist move- 
ment, wants independence of northern part of country 
from Rovuma River to Zambezia River] Chief, as well as 
flags, and posters of Renamo leader Afonso Dhlakama, 
forced their way through a group of Frelimo militants, 
creating disorder. The Frelimo camp was not amused. In 
the end there was a great deal of confusion with Renamo 
posters and symbols torn and punches exchanged. We 
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saw two bodies on the ground: one a pro-Frelimo woman 
and the other of a pro-Renamo man. A Frelimo militant 
lost his jacket. 


All this happened in the presence of the president of the 
republic, who spoke to Renamo sympathizers who had 
just created the unrest. Chissano shouted in favor of 
peace and reconciliation. Ironically, Renamo supporters 
responded enthusiastically. 


The presence of Renamo supporters had not gone unno- 
ticed. They were at the airport to welcome the head of 
state, at least to acknowledge that there is a government. 
After the unpleasant demonstration, it was suspected 
that the rally would be marked by confusion. That was 
not the case. The rally was attended by more than 10,000 
people. It was one of the most emotional rallies the head 
of state has chaired in Zambezia Province. Apathy 
marked rallies held in Maganja da Costa, Namacurra, 
and Nicoadala because the residents expected the head 
of state to be more forthcoming about the problems 
brought to his attention. In Milange, however, it was a 
deafening event. At one stage, the residents shared their 
views with the head of state about the country’s prob- 
lems. In the end the residents were not calling for a drop 
in the cost of living, but for production tools because 
they want to work and sell their produce. 


While in Milange, the head of state toured socioeco- 
nomic areas, including the recently renovated rural hos- 
pital, [words indistinct] projects, and the Malawi border 
area. 


Parliament Drops Discussion on Housing Bill, 
Aproves Laws 


MB2508192994 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 25 Aug 94 


[Text] The draft law on returning to the former owners 
shacks built with reeds, wood, and corrugated iron was 
withdrawn from the Assembly of the Republic’s agenda 
this afternoon. 98 deputies voted for the withdrawal of 
the bill, 25 abstained, and 23 voted against. The debate 
on draft law began yesterday after it was introduced by 
the government representative. The deputies believe 
approving such a law would be inappropriate. 


Meanwhile, this afternoon the deputies ratified four Inter- 
national Labor Organization conventions on employment 
policies, tripartite negotiations, trade union legislation, 
collective bargaining, trade union rights, and protection cf 
trade union rights. The bill was introduced by Labor 
Minister Teodato Hunguana for the government. 


Today the Assembly of the Republic also approved a 
draft resolution introducing changes to Nampula Prov- 
ince administrative divisions. The bill had been intro- 
duced by President Joaquim Chissano. In the terms of 
the bill, Namapa District has been renamed Erati Dis- 
trict with Namapa as its capital. Erati District has been 
renamed Nacaroa with Nacaroa as its capital. 
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The deputies also approved a law empowering the Min- 
isters Council to establish a fiscal policy for the mining 
sector. 


Independent Party Leader on Party Difficulties 


MB2408131494 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 24 Aug 94 


[Excerpt] Yacoob Salomao Sibindy, the Mozambique 
Independent Party, Pimo, candidate in the upcoming 
presidential elections, has already arrived in the Mozam- 
bican capital after a tour of several Mozambican prov- 
inces. Pimo Party President Sibindy visited Cabo Lel- 
gado, Nampula, Zambezia, Sofala, and Inhambane 
Provinces and, in an interview he granted Radio 
Mozambique’s Ezequiel Mavota, he reported that his 
tour was fraught with difficulties. 


{Begin recording} [Sibindy] We had to face difficulties 
caused by Mozambique National Resistance, Renamo, 
personnel. At the base [not further identified], the people 
and the grassroots were ready to obstruct the presence of 
other parties. They reasoned that more parties would 
weaken the vote in favor of Renamo. Furthermore, 
Renamo perceived us to be a party that favored the 
Mozambique Liberation Front, Frelimo, and accused us 
of (?belonging to) the State Information and Security 
Service, SISE. They are also spreading other rumors in a 
bid to discredit the Pimo Party among the people. 


[Mavota] So, at times you were unable to work? 


[Sibindy] Well, we worked, and when people found out 
for themselves that Yacoob Sibindy was no SISE agent 
and Pimo was no creation of the Frelimo Party, they 
acted revengefully and supported the Pimo Party in large 
numbers. I can tell you that those were difficulties which 
subsequently worked in our favor. [passage omitted] 
[end recording] 


Zimbabwe 


President Mandela Arrives for Visit 


MB2508 184894 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1836 
GMT 25 Aug 94 


[Text] Harare Aug 25 SAPA—President Nelson Man- 
dela arrived at Harare international airport on Thursday 
{25 August] to a tumultuous welcome from scores of flag 
waving women, ZIANA News Agency reports. Mr. Man- 
dela is in Zimbabwe to officially open its agricultural 
showcase, the Harare agricultural show, on Friday. 


He arrived shortly after Zimbabwean President Robert 
Mugabe, who was returning from South Africa after 
holding talks with Mr. Mandela and Botswana President 
Sir Ketumile masire aimed at resolving the crisis in the 
mountain kingdom of Lesotho. 
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Scores of diplomats and government ministers also wel- 
comed the South African president. 


Mr. Mandela was accompanied by Deputy Foreign 
Affairs Minister Aziz Pahad and other senior govern- 
ment officials. 


South Africa’s Defence Minister Joe Modise arrived in 
Harare with Mr. Mugabe. 


Says S. Africa To Promote Peace 


MB2608072894 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network in 
English 0510 GMT 26 Aug 94 


[Text] The South African president, Mr. Nelson Man- 
dela, has pledged that his newly democratic country 
would play its part to promote peace and stability in 
southern Aftica to attract foreign investment to the 
region. 


Mr. Mandela told guests at a state banquet in Harare 
yesterday on his first visit to Zimbabwe since his inau- 
guration in May that southern Africa’s ability to be an 
economic and political power depended on peace and 
stability in the region. Mr. Mandela, who is scheduled to 
open the Harare Agricultural show today, said he and 
Mr. Mugabe believe that dialogue and negotiations were 
the best ways of resolving regional conflict. 


Welcoming Mr. Mandela, Mr. Mugabe said the two 
countries need to urgently seal a new trade deal to 
replace a defunct 1964 agreement and strengthen rela- 
tions between them. 


Visiting Ethiopian Minister Says Mengistu Trial 
in Sep 

MB2408073594 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network in 
English 0510 GMT 24 Aug 94 


[Text] Former Ethiopian Leader Mengistu Haile Mariam 
who is in exile in Zimbabwe is to be arraigned in 
Ethiopia next month on charges of crimes against 
humanity. This is according to Ethiopian Foreign Min- 
ister Mesfin Seyoum who is on a visit to Zimbabwe. He 
told reporters in Harare yesterday that he has not dis- 
cussed Colonel Mengistu’s return to Ethiopia with Zim- 
babwean officials because the case is being handled by 
Ethiopian courts. He said the trial will be in public 
because the crimes were committed on the people. 


Col. Mengistu who ruled Ethiopia for 14 years fled to 
Zimbabwe in 1991 just before rebels took over the 
capital, Addis Ababa, toppling a government accused of 
the deaths of tens of thousands of opponents. Zimba- 
bwean President Mr. Robert Mugabe has reportedly 
refused efforts by Ethiopia’s new rulers to extradite the 
former ruler, saying he is a political refugee. 
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Benin 


Cabinet Issues Communique on Court Ruling 


AB2608092994 Cotonou Office de Radiodiffusion- 
Television du Benin Radio in French 0615 GMT 
26 Aug 94 


[Text] The Council of Ministers met today in Cotonou in 
an extraordinary session to examine the decision of the 
Constitutional Court on the constitutionality of the 
series of decrees issued by the president of the Republic, 
head of state, and head of government for the implemen- 
tation of the 1994 national budget. 


The council examined carefully the text of the decision 
and decided to issue the following communique: 


1. The Council of Ministers acknowledges the decision of 
the Constitutional Court; 


2. The council notes that the Constitutional Court has 
admitted that the head of state’s resorting to Article 68 of 
the Constitution is a discretionary act which cannot be 
subjected to any legal control. 


3. The council points out the contradiction in the court’s 
jurisprudence, which at once asserts the Constitution’s 
priority over the organic laws, and at once the organic laws’ 
priority over the Constitution to suit the circumstances. 


4. The Council of Ministers reaffirms its determination 
to respect all its international commitments. 


Officials Comment on Ruling 


AB2508224094 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 1215 
GMT 25 Aug 94 


[Text] In Benin, the Constitutional Court has just declared 
as unconstitutional the decrees passed at the beginning of 
the month by President Nicephore Soglo to enforce the 1994 
Finance Law, from which deputies are somewhat keeping 
their distance. The Beninese parliamentarians have accused 
the president of abuse of power. Without making any 
reference to abuse of power, the court stated that President 
Soglo should have waited for the court’s opinion before 
arrogating to himself special powers enabling him to rule by 
decree in regard to the budget. After the verdict, Severin 
Adjovi, the deputy National Assembly speaker, told our 
correspondent Ange Maniani that the ruling is a serious 
setback for the president. 


[Begin recording] [Adjovi] The law has full force and our 
country’s fundamental law is the Constitution. 
Everyone, every citizen, must abide by the Constitution. 
You know, President Soglo would not have reached this 
point if he had been able to maintain the national 
conference solidarity and, especially, if he had taken 
advantage of the support we were prepared to give him 
after the elections. He did not do so. Yes, you have just 
stated it, the two decrees by which President Soglo tried 
to implement the state budget have been invalidated by the 
Constitutional Court. This is a serious setback. This means 
that the Constitution has somewhat been violated. 
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{[Maniani] What do you believe are the political ramifi- 
cations of the Constitutional Court’s ruling? 

[Adjovi] Since the two decrees by which President Soglo 
sought to rule the country have been invalidated, it 1s 
obvious that the 1994 state budget voted by the deputies in 
the National Assembly has been forced back to the center 
stage. President Soglo is now obliged to implement the 1994 
Finance Law as voted by the deputies. [end recording] 


The Constitutional Court has certainly ruled that Presi- 
dent Soglo’s decision was unconstitutional but the gov- 
ernment has not acknowledged defeat. On this issue, 
here 1s Theodore Holo, government spokesman, 
speaking to Ange Maniani. 


[Begin recording] [Holo] The government will meet in 
extraordinary session today to consider the ruling. There 
are two possibil' ies, or even three. Some people say it 1s 
merely for procedural reasons that we have been asked to 
withdraw the decrees. Ask the opinion of the court 
because it 1s not binding on us. Even if the court gives a 
contrary opinion, we will still go ahead with the decrees. 
The second possibility is for the head of state to evoke 
Article 68 and to take exceptional measures. That is also 
a possibility. The head of state can also decide, pursuant 
to Article 41 of the Constitution which makes him a 
custodian of the Constitution, that the court has violated 
the Constitution by imposing a condition that was not 
provided for in the Constitution. So there are several 
possibilities open to the government. 


I do not believe there is a crisis in Benin today. That 1s 
what some people wanted—to say that the president 
violated the Constitution and thus set in motion the 
procedure for high treason. Those who had these ideas 1n 
mind should be biting their fingers today. 


{[Maniani] What will happen to the budget voted by the 
National Assembly and the decrees put into effect by the head 
of state? 


[Holo] The government will not implement the budget 
voted by the National Assembly as it violates our inter- 
national commitments. It is not within the competence 
of the assembly to formulate state policy. That is the role 
of the head of state and the Constitution is very clear on 
this. On this point, the court did not vindicate the 
National Assembly. 


{Maniani] Can it be taken that wages paid on the basis of 
these decrees should be paid back? Can it be taken that 
taxes paid on the basis of the decrees are illegal and must 
be paid back? 


[Holo] I think this is an aberration. The decrees will 
continue to remain in force until the government makes 
a decision. [end recording] 


Guinea 
Conte Forms Government Without Opposition 


AB2508151594 Paris AFP in French 1828 GMT 24 Aug 94 


[Text] Dakar, 24 Aug (AFP)—President Lansana Conte 
of Guinea chose to dispense with opposition officials in 
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the first government he formed yesterday eight months 
after his election to the presidency, observers said today. 
The new government does not have any member of the 
opposition contrary to the impression given by the 
increase in the number of ministers decided last week. 


The only significant change is the departure of nine 
ministers from the governmer | and the arrival of 13 new 
personalities. For the rest, most of the 23 ministers 
appointed belong to the Party of Unity and Progress 
which supported President Conte in the presidential 
clection. The head of state has also maintained the core 
o! his outgoing government by notably maintaining at 
their posts Interior and Security Minister Alseny Rene 
Gomez and Justice Minister Salifou Sylla. 


For political analysts, President Conte has opted for 
security in order to prepare, under the best conditions, 
the upcoming parliamentary elections slated for 
December. These elections will make it possible, more 
than the presidential poll whose results were challenged 
by the opposition, to get a better idea of the actual 
representativeness of the political parties with a view to 
possibly including them in a government. 


Literia 


Rival Factions Reportedly Advancing on NPFL 
Headquarters 


AB2608095594 London BBC World Service in English 
0600 GMT 26 Aug 94 


[Text] Reports from Liberia say rival factions have been 
advancing on the headquarters of Charles Taylor’s National 
Patriotic Front. Mr. Taylor’s group once controlled 90 
percent of Liberian territory. But the BBC West Africa 
correspondent says the rival ULIMO [United Liberation 
Movement for Democracy in Liberia] faction led by Alhaji 
Koromah is now reported to be just 10 km north of his 
headquarters at Gbarnga and, according to refugees, the 
Liberia Peace Council faction advancing from the south 
may be within 30 km. Our correspondent who ts in the 
capital, Monrovia, says there are also problems within the 
Patriotic Front itself. He says that in recent weeks, Charles 
Taylor's defense and interior advisers have defected and 
other key allies are wavering. 


Renewed Fighting Reported Between ULIMO, 
LPC, NPFL 


AB2508224594 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 25 Aug 94 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] It seems some of the gunmen don’t give a fig for 
peace conferences. There are reports of fresh fighting 
around Gbarnga, eastern Monrovia. It 1s the headquar- 
ters of the NPFL [National Patriotic Front of Liberia] 
leader Charles Taylor. From Monrovia, Nii Nartey 
Allison telexed this report: 
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According to UN and military sources here today, the 
fighting began on Monday [22 August] between Charles 
Taylor's NPFL and ULIMO [United Liberation Move- 
ment for Democracy in Liberia] forces in the Belefanai and 
(Bele Troeya), 17 miles northwest of Gbarnga, forcing the 
closure of Liberia’s only crosscountry highway. Travelers 
who managed to reach Monrovia before the road was 
closed, said that fighting had also spread to (Waynesway) 
just five miles northwest of Gbarnga. They could not 
confirm which ULIMO faction is involved in the fighting 
with the NPFL, but forces of ULIMO Mandingo faction 
loyal to Alhaji Koromah, has for the past four days been in 
a fierce gun battle with the NPFL. 


This 1s not the only problem facing NPFL forces. Military 
sources here today said that the Liberia Peace Council, the 
LPC, has been in conflict with the NPFL around (Batala), 
19 miles south of Gbarnga, and the UN officials here also 
said there has been in-fighting in the NPFL in the vicinity 
of Konola 15 miles north of Monrovia, forcing the closure 
of the highway. Taylor, on his NPFL-controlled radio, 
confirmed that fighting has been taking place in the area 
and has announced a 6 A.M to 4 P.M. curfew on the whole 
of Liberia’s central Bong County. UN officials in Mon- 
rovia said they have asked their staff in Gbarnga to remain 
confined to their headquarters. 


Prospects for Peace Conference Viewed 


AB2408125094 London BBC World Service in English 
0600 GMT 24 Aug 94 


[From the “Network Africa” program, hosted by Toyin 
Fani-Kayode] 


[Excerpts] After more than four long years of fighting 
and a part collapse of the peace accord signed in Cot- 
onou in 1993, another attempt is being made to end the 
civil war in Liberia. A national peace conference is due 
to convene just outside Monrovia today, but the ques- 
tion is: Who will be there? Three of the five warring 
factions, NPFL [National Patriotic Front of Liberia], 
ULIMO [United Liberation Movement for Democracy 
in Liberia}, and the Armed Forces of Liberia [AFL] have 
yet to confirm that they will be present. Only the 
Liberian Peace Council and the Lofa Defense Force have 
definitely agreed to take part. [passage omitted] 


Well, in an attempt to clear up the confusion sur- 
rounding who is likely to attend the conference, I called 
up the BBC’s West Africa correspondent, David Bam- 
ford, who is in Monrovia. I asked him whether any of the 
factions had made a final decision yet. 


[Begin recording] [Bamford] Although right up until the 
last minute, the conference organizers had been seeing 
the factional leaders including Charles Taylor and 
Roosevelt Johnson, indications are so far that none of 
the main faction leaders have agreed to turn up. The only 
factional leader who has said he is coming is Prince 
Johnson, who is living in Nigeria of course now, but he is 
fairly inconsequential these days. The big ones— 
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Koromah, Roosevelt Johnson, Charles Taylor—the signs 
are that none of them will be there. 


[Fani-Kayode] Is this conference something of a farce? 


[Bamford] It 1s too early to go that far. What the 
organizers are saying is that people from all over Liberia 
are coming and all social groups will be represented in 
terms of their ethnic groups, religious groups, and so on. 
And, they are saying that, you know, the faction leaders, 
while they are important they are not the only represen- 
tatives of Liberians and there 1s a lot to discuss, (?not 
just) disarmament, which, obviously, basically involves 
the warring factions, but also the election process, and 
also the type of government that Liberia wants. Warring 
faction leaders will eventually need to be involved, but 
they don’t necessarily have to be there on Day One for 
the conference to make some progress. 


[Fani-Kayode] The conference is being organized by 
church and civic leaders and other leaders of the com- 
munities. They don’t actually have political power, so 
how much credibility do you think they have? 


[Bamford] Well, the main worry for those who want to see 
this conference do well 1s that the only people that become 
involved in this conference are people living in Monrovia. 
And, if that tends to be the case then, frankly, the conference 
is going to have very little credibility at all. It needs to be 
much wider, it needs to deal with the fundamental issues. 
The Cotonou Accord seems to be falling apart and there has 
been no progress on disarmament. This is why the UN has 
endorsed this conference so vigorously, because, frankly, 
there 1s nowhere else to go at the moment. 


[Fani-Kayode] How important is the success of this 
conference within a regional context? 


[Bamford] Well, I think the regional countries, espe- 
cially, those who contribute to the ECOMOG [Economic 
Community of West African States Cease-Fire Moni- 
toring Group] military force, they want to see a solution 
here in Liberia. Several of those taking part in 
ECOMOG have already said they are considering with- 
drawing from ECOMOG and were this to happen, this 
would have very serious consequences for Liberia, espe- 
cially, if the Nigerian contingent went home because of 
the troubles back in Nigeria, for instance. There are 
some who believe that Charles Taylor is waiting for 
exactly this, then he will have the military advantage, but 
it is very unclear. Whatever the case, the ECOWAS 
countries want this Liberian situation resolved. It has 
been four now, there has been no progress and everybody 
is sick and tired of it. [end recording] 


National Unity Conference Begins 25 Aug 
AB2508174594 London BBC World Service in English 


1515 GMT 25 Aug 94 
[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Optimism is high in Monrovia, the Liberian 
capital, on the first working day of a two-week national 
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unity conference. At least 1,000 people are attending in 
an effort to thrash out the country’s political future and 
finally end the four-year conflict in Liberia. But leaders 
of some of the warring factions haven't turned up yet and 
the question is, what weight will decisions taken at the 
conierence have if the factions aren't party to them? 
From Monrovia, David Bamford reports: 


[Begin Bamford recording] One day late, the Liberian 
National Conference has got under way. The turnout has 
been impressive, be .ring in mind the divided nature of 
the country. The chairman of Liberia’s transitional gov- 
ernment, David Kpomakpor, said the conference was 
already a success even before it has begun work with such 
a wide representation of the country. All the counties 
were said to be represented so many of the delegates 
originating from the areas of Liberia controlled by war- 
ring factions have been picked from people currently 
displaced in the capital, Monrovia. The criticism of 
some faction leaders has been that this meeting will be a 
purely Monrovian affair and would mean very little of 
the warring factions themselves were not represented. 


One group, ULIMO [United Liberation Movement for 
Democracy in Liberia], has sent a delegation produced 
exclusively from the ethnic Mandingo wing currently bat- 
tling for control of the organization with the Krahn wing 
which was not present. The Armed Forces of Liberia were 
there, insisting they are not a faction at all but the 
legitimate national army. And although representatives of 
Charles Taylor's National Patriotic Front were absent, 
there was a delegation from the political party being set up 
by Taylor, the National Patriotic Party. [end recording] 


Nigeria 


Edo State Police Declare Former Governor, 
Others Wanted 


AB2508180094 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 1700 
GMT 25 Aug 94 


[Text] The Edo State Police Command today declared a 
number of prominent politicians and labor leaders 
wanted for their alleged involvement in last week’s civil 
unrest in the state. Top on the list are the former civilian 
governor of the state, Chief John Oyegun, and his 
deputy; the deputy national president of the dissolved 
Nigerian Labor Congress [NLC], Comrade Adams Oshi- 
omole; Mr. Olu Aderubigbe, former state chairman of 
the NLC; and Chief Anthony Enahoro. 


The state police commissioner, Mr. Simon Edueye, told 
a news conference in Benin that the names of those 
arrested, featured during the ongoing investigations and 
advised them to come forward to clear themselves. Mr. 
Edueye gave the assurance that nobody would be victim- 
ized or [word indistinct] in the investigation. 


Meanwhile, a number of students and those described by 
the police as area boys and hoodlums, suspected to be 
involved in the incident, are being interrogated. 
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Police Deny Arrest of Former NUPENG Leader 
Kokori 


AB2508 165594 Lagos NAN in English 1628 GMT 
25 Aug 94 


[Text] Lagos, 25 Aug (NAN)—The Nigeria Police Force 
in Lagos today denied the arrest of Mr. Frank Kokori, 
the former general secretary of the National Union of 
Petroleum and Natural Gas [Workers] (NUPENG), tke 
NEWS AGENCY OF NIGERIA (NAN) reports. Author- 
itative sources close to force headquarters told NAN that 
Kokori was still on the police list of wanted persons. The 
sources also said that the sum of N [naira]50,500 has 
been set aside as reward to anybody .hat can give any 
useful information leading to his arrest. 


According to the sources, Kokori, “who has previously 
masterminded the art of disappearing and re-appearing 
in order to deceive members of the public and ridicule 
the Nigeria Police Force and other [words indistinct] 
agencies” may have gone underground again. The 
Nigeria police now believe this to be yet another act or 
ploy by Kokori to deceive the public and the police in 
particular, the sources added. 


Press Council Holds Emergency Meeting on 
National Affairs 


AB2508171094 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network in 
English 1500 GMT 25 Aug 94 


[Text] The Nigerian Press Council has spoken of the need 
for media practitioners in the country to bend over back- 
wards to restore dignity to journalism as a profession 
instead of reducing it to the low level of cheap propaganda 
and irresponsible pamphleteering. This is contained in a 
communique issued by the council at the end of an 
emergency meeting on the state of affairs in the nation. 


The council condemned in very strong terms what it called 
the lack of decorum on the part of some journals, including 
some weekly magazines which, in rowing headlines, gave the 
impression that Nigeria was already at war. It called for 
moderation on the part of the media establishment and the 
public authorities in the overall interest of the nation. 


Further on Emergency Meeting 


AB2508175094 Lagos NAN in English 1622 GMT 
25 Aug 94 


[Text] Lagos, 25 Aug (NAN)—The Nigerian Press 
Council has said that the annulment of the 12 ‘une 
presidential elections, had caused the politicisation of 
the media with ominous signs of ethnic colouration. In a 
communique at the end of an emergency meeting in 
Lagos on Wednesday [25 August], the council said that 
the annulment had also affected the role of the media as 
an unbiased arbiter in processing news. 


The council said that the resultant effect of politicising 
media practice had become worrisome and a danger to 
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the responsibility of the press to rise above the level of 
political actors. It also said that the annulment seemed to 
have created more problems than it was meant to solve. 
The council observed that [the] nation that voted for 
either of the parties that contested the election without 
ethnic or religious bias, had become polarised into blocs. 


The political impasse, according to the council, had 
reduced Nigerians to spectators, watching in disbelief as 
their country is being torn apart by political actors 
unwilling to accept negotiation and compromise as 
viable options in conflict resolutions. It condemned the 
political actors whose rigid postures had extended the 
rancour to the media to the detriment of professional 
ethics. The council urged the political actors to count the 
cost of their intransigence and have a change of heart so 
that Nigeria might emerge from its current problems, a 
stronger country that would remain one. 


Diplomats Assured of ‘Peaceful Resolution’ to 
Crisis 

AB2608102694 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network in 
English 0600 26 Aug 94 


[Text] The Federal Government has assured the interna- 
tional community of its commitment to a_ peaceful 
resolution of the present political crisis in the country. 
Chief of General Staff [CGS] Lieutenant General Ola- 
dipo Diya gave the assurance yesterday in Abuja while 
receiving two outgoing ambassadors. State House corre- 
spondent Haruna Idriss was there: 


[Begin Idriss recording] The ambassadors are those of 
the Republic of Israel, Mr. Moshe Gilbo’a, and Egypt, 
Mr. (Fuad Mahmud Yusuf) [name as heard]. The cliief of 
general staff said the Federal Government was opti- 
mistic that Nigerians have realized that dialogue was the 
only viable option of resolving the problem. He stated 
that the ongoing constitutional conference was an 
avenue where all grievances and problems confronting 
the nation can be tabled for discussion. Gen. Diya 
expressed satisfaction at the understanding demon- 
strated by the two countries on the nation’s problems 
and hoped that they will assist Nigeria in explaining to 
other countries that the problem was an internal one and 
Nigerians should be allowed to sort out their differences. 
The CGS described the tenure of the Israeli ambassador 
as most eventful and brought the two countries closer. 
He said Nigeria had been watching with keen interest the 
peace process in the Middle East and expressed hopes 
that they will yield desired results. 


Responding, the Israeli envoy, Mr. Moshe Gilbo’a, 
expressed strong belief that Nigeria will overcome its 
present problems and continue to play an important role 
in Africa and the world. Mr. Gilbo’a also delivered a 
special message to Gen. Diya from the Israeli prime 
minister to the head of state. Both Mr. Gilbo’a and the 
Egyptian envoy, Mr. (Yusuf), have spent about two years 
in the country. [end recording] 
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